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Resuwwection of Our Lord:
Easter Day

ST. STEPHEN

Evangelical Lutheran Church

*Congregation is invited to stand as able. Responses in bold.

Please be aware that video cameras are in use during our hybrid (combined) Worship Service and that imag-
es are being shared with the online participants.

“The last enemy to be destroyed is death,” Paul writes. Today Christ is risen, and we gather together with
astonishment and joy. Christ is risen, and we have been set free from the bonds of death. Christ is risen, and
we are forgiven. Christ is risen, and with the women at the tomb and Peter, we are amazed. Let us rejoice:
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Announcements

Our Mission
We respond to Christ’s love by feeding those who hunger in body, mind, and spirit.
Prelude

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

*Gathering & Procession

Christ is Risen!
He is risen indeed!

Christ is Risen!
He is risen indeed!

Christ is Risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

*Entrance Hymn “Jesus Christ is Risen Today” Hymn#365

*Thanksqiving for Baptism

Alleluia! Christ is risen.
Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

In the name of the One who was, who is, and who is to come.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ’'s death and resurrection, and called to live the baptized life, let us give thanks for the
gifts of baptism.

Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that make a people your own, that restore to
wholeness, and empower us to be witnesses in your name. Baptized into you, O Living One,
make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen believers and give new life to beloved
servants of your church; waters that extend your boundless love and cross barriers of our own making.
Baptized into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.



We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the hearts of believers and give a voice in the night
to those in captivity; waters that set your people on a new path, rejoicing in the Spirit's power. Baptized into you, O
Living One,

make us one as you are one.

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is shaped by these waters that give us our very
lives in you. We ask this in the name of Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One.
Amen.

Look, here is water!
Here is our water of life! Alleluia!

*Apostolic Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

*Kyrie

0

p

yan

oy~ pS—)
\\3v hd
4

In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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For the peace from a-bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.

78] 78] P /)
ol

o
L

N3 B

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the umty of all, let wus pray to the Lord
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.



Canticle of Praise

Refrain

Assisting minister
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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*Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by his glorious
resurrection you delivered us from the power of death. Make us die every day to sin, that we may live with
him forever in the joy of the resurrection, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

The First Lesson (Lector) Acts 10:34-43

Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a summary of the essential message
of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, whose life, death, and resurrection fulfilled the words of the
prophets, “receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles, the 10" chapter.

*Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, **but in every nation
anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. **You know the message he sent to the people
of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. **That message spread throughout Judea, beginning
in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: **how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and
with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.
*We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a
tree; “°but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, *'not to all the people but to us who were
chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. *’He commanded us to
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. **All the
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.
Psalm (Cantor) Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24

'Give thanks to the LORD, for the | LORD is good:;
God’s mercy en- | dures forever.
% et Israel | now declare,
“God’s mercy en- | dures forever.”
"“The LoRD is my strength | and my song,
and has become | my salvation.
'*Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents | of the righteous:
“The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly!
'®The right hand of the LoRD| is exalted!
The right hand of the | LORD acts valiantly!”
"I shall not | die, but live,
and declare the works | of the LoRb.
"®The LoRrD indeed pun- | ished me sorely,
but did not hand me o- | ver to death.
'“Open for me the | gates of righteousness;
| will enter them and give thanks | to the LoRb.
This is the gate | of the LORD;
here the righ- | teous may enter.”
1| give thanks to you, for you have | answered me
and you have become | my salvation.
%The stone that the build- | ers rejected
has become the chief | cornerstone.
2By the LORD has | this been done;
it is marvelous | in our eyes.
*This is the day that the | LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be | glad in it.



The Second Lesson (Lector) 1 Corinthians 15:19-26

Paul describes the consequences of the resurrection, including the promise of new life in Christ to a world
that has been in bondage to death. He celebrates the destruction of evil and the establishment of God’s
victorious rule over all.

A reading from St. Paul’s first epistle to the Corinthians, the 15" chapter.

19 If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied.

2Byt in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. 2" For srnce death
came through a human being, the resurrection of the dead has also come through a human being; **for as all
die in Adam, so all will be made aI|ve |n Christ. 2 But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, then at his
coming those who belong to Christ. 2 Then comes the end, when he hands over the kingdom to God the
Father, after he has destroyed every ruler and every authority and power. % For he must reign until he has put
all his enemies under his feet. 2 The last enemy to be destroyed is death .

Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Acclamation “Christ is Risen! Alleluia!” Hymn#382 vs. 1

1 Christ is risen! Alleluia!
Risen our victorious head!
Sing his praises! Alleluia!
Christ is risen from the dead!
Gratefully our hearts adore him
as his light once more appears;
bowing down in joy before him,
rising up from griefs and tears.

Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt.

*Gospel Reading Luke 24:1-12

Evidently expecting to find Jesus’ corpse, some of the women among his followers go to the tomb with
embalming spices. After a perplexing encounter with the empty tomb and angelic visitors, the women become
the first to proclaim the amazing news of resurrection.

A reading from the Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24" chapter.
Glory to You O Lord.

'On the frrst day of the week, at early dawn, [the women] came to the tomb, taking the spices that they had
prepared 2They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, ®but when they went in, they did not find the
body. * While they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. ®> The
women were terrified and bowed their faces to the ground but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the
living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. ® Remember how he told you, while he was still in
Galllee "that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise
again.” ®Then they remembered his words, °and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and
to all the rest. ' Now it was Mary Magdalene Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with
them who told this to the apostles " But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe
them. '?But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves;
then he went home, amazed at what had happened.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You O Christ.



*Gospel Response “Christ is Risen! Alleluial”

4  Christ is risen! Henceforth never
death or hell shall us enthrall.
We are Christ's, in him forever

we

have triumphed over all.

All the doubting and dejection

of our trembling hearts have ceased;
hail the day of resurrection!

Let us rise and keep the feast. Refrain

Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-1875, alt.

Sermon

*Hymn of the Day “The Strife is O’er, The Battle Done”

*Nicene Creed

Hymn#382 vs 4

Rev. Carol Bowman

Hymn#366

AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith, using the words of the Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God,

the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,

Amen.

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,

and the life of the world to come.



*Prayers of the Church

AM: God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world, and all who are
in need.

A brief silence.

Kindle new life in your church. Encourage all who seek creative ways to share the good news of Christ’'s
resurrection. Bless mission developers and new ministries, that their work plant seeds that flourish. God of
grace,

hear our prayer.

Nourish new life in all of creation. Shower forests and grasslands, deserts, and mountains with life-giving
rains. Grant us delight in your glory that shows forth in all that grows this season. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Empower new life among the nations. As you raised Jesus from the dead, bring new hope for peace and
reconciliation in places of war and strife. Raise up leaders who are steadfast in their commitment to justice
and transformation. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Bring new hope among all who are in need, especially neighbors without homes or food, and those whose
housing or food supply is at risk. Bring healing to all who are fearful, ill, or grieving. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Awaken new life in this place. Open our hearts to ways you are calling us to be at work in the world and our
community. Give us courage to boldly share your love for all people beyond our walls. God of grace,

hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your abiding love; through

Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord.
Amen.

*Peace

The Peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Let us show a sign of that peace!

Offering

(Please refer to the back of the bulletin for various options to give.)

Offering Anthem




*Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav'nly host;
praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711

*Offertory Prayer

Let us pray. Risen One, you have gathered us around your table of grace along with these gifts we bring.
Come among us again, breathe your life into us, and enliven us with this meal, that we may live as your risen
body in the world.

Amen.

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
(Zoom participants—please prepare your elements for communion.)

*The Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to
you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal
Lamb who gave himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us
to eternal life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, with earth
and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

0 4 k
7 ;

fan i O — IP @

a3
N

i
\\aY 7] | —
J o —

Ho-1ly, ho -1y, ho -1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
D4 . . .

e e e e ——
o te | e L —
o | —

heav’'n and earth are  full of your glo - 1y

J I
i I — . | — 1 — ——
M — o | | — | gl
J | o @ o3 i

Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes

i
o o 1
— —r—“ o —

[
J ' I !
in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.




Thanksgiving at the Table

Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to
age.

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.

In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it
to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance
of me.

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we proclaim the mystery of
faith:

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine.
Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.

Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. Breathe
new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.

Come, Holy Spirit.

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
Amen.

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.Amen.



*Invitation to Communion

Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.
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*Communion of the Faithful

*Post Communion Blessing

The triune God, who was, who is, and who is to come, Sovereign, Savior, and Spirit, light your way with resurrection
dawn, now and always.

Amen.

*Post Communion Prayer

Living One, in this feast you have made yourself known to us. Send us now to tell of your wonders, sing of your glory,
and proclaim your risen life to a wounded and weary world.

Amen.
Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
*Blessing

Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy,
and the Spirit of Easter hope bless you now and always.
Amen.

*Sending Hymn “Thine is the Glory” Hymn#376
*Dismissal

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

Postlude

We thank our choir members and worship helpers who served today.
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Get Your Priorities Straight
Malachi 3:10

The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its core, is a rever-
ent love and devotion accorded to God. We give because God loves us first, and we are called to love God
and neighbor as a result. The offering is one way we show our love of God.
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to provide pastoral
care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus encounters people and their
lives are transformed. All of these things continue to take place. Thank you for your generosity.
There are several ways to make your offering:
Go to www.StStephenLC.org and click on the DONATE button (or the Giving tab for more options.)
Text your offering dollar amount to 717-685-6947. Text "help" for options.

Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting our office manager, at 717-766- 2168, Monday
through Thursday from 9am — 2pm, or by email at office@StStephenLC.org.

Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is
30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072.

Use Engage from your smart phone or Internet Via PayPal: Enter PayPal@StStephenLC.org and
connected device at https://fengage.suran.com/sslc/  then the amount you want to pay. . Use "Add a note"
or QR code below: to provide designation (otherwise, it will go to the

General Fund).

Select giving fund(s) and enter amount(s). Furnish
any additional information in "Gift Memo" box on the
submit screen.
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