
Of all three years of the lectionary cycle, this year’s All Saints readings have the most tears. Isaiah and Revelation 
look forward to the day when God will wipe away all tears; in John’s gospel, Jesus weeps along with Mary and all 
the gathered mourners before he demonstrates his power over death. On All Saints Day we celebrate the victory 
won for all the faithful dead, but we grieve for our beloved dead as well, knowing that God honors our tears. We 
bring our grief to the table and find there a foretaste of Isaiah’s feast to come. 
 
Announcements and Saint’s Listing 
Patty Haggerty     Kenneth Wiest   Jane Tracey 
Richard Lingle     Robin Toot   Mindy Lou Mouer Zeigler James 
Sandra Fabian 
 
Our Mission 
 
We respond to Christ’s love by feeding those who hunger in body, mind, and spirit. 
 
Prelude 
 

Gathering 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 
 
*Confession and Forgiveness 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 
our refuge, 
our delight, 
our beginning and our end. 
Amen. 
 
Let us come in truth before the one who loves us and has freed us from our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy, 
we confess that sin has taken hold of us 
and we are complicit in its power. 
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts cannot rest. 
Unbind us and set us free. 
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth, 
that we may live just and generous lives 
for the good of your world 
and the care of our neighbors, 
following in the servant way of Jesus. 
Amen. 

*Congregation is invited to stand as able 
Please be aware that video cameras are in use during our hybrid (combined) Worship Service and that      

images are being shared with the online participants.  

November, 3 2024 
All Saints Sunday 

You can receive our weekly email/letter with events and information, ways to grow in faith,  opportunities for ser-
vice and worship, as well as ways to support the ministry of the  congregation by submitting your email address to 
office@ststephenlc.org or by calling the  office at 717-766-2168 and providing your email and/or your mailing ad-
dress.   
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These words are trustworthy and true: 
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross, 
swallowing up death forever. 
For his sake, you are ÿ forgiven 
and God remembers your sin no more. 
Let your heart be glad again, 
and rejoice in your salvation. 
Amen. 
 
*Gathering Hymn    “For All the Saints     Hymn #422 
 
*Apostolic Greeting 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Kyrie (Congregation) 
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*Canticle of Praise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Prayer of the Day 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to know the 
inexpressible joys you have prepared for those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
The First Lesson (Lector)          Isaiah 25:6-9 
 
Isaiah sees a vision of the end of days, when God will gather all people on God’s holy mountain and will prepare for 
them a rich feast. At this banquet God will wipe the tears from all eyes. And there will be no more sorrow, for God will 
destroy death itself. 
 
A reading from Isaiah, the 25th chapter. 
 6 On this mountain the Lකඌ of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, of rich 
food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 
 7 And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
8 he will swallow up death forever. 
 Then the Lord Gඌ will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the 
earth, for the Lකඌ has spoken. 
 9 It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the Lකඌ for 
whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
 
Word of God. Word of life. Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm (Cantor)                Psalm 24 
 

 1 The earth is the Lකඌ’s and all | that is in it, 
  the world and those who | dwell therein. 
  
   2 For the Lකඌ has founded it up- | on the seas 
  and established it up- | on the rivers. 
  
    3 Who may ascend the mountain | of the Lකඌ, 
  and who may stand in God’s | holy place? 
  
    4 Those of innocent hands and puri- | ty of heart, 
  who do not swear on God’s being, nor do they pledge by | what is false. 
  
    5 They shall receive blessing | from the Lකඌ 
  and righteousness from the God of | their salvation. 
  
    6 Such is the generation of those who seek | you, O Lකඌ, 
  of those who seek your face, O | God of Jacob. 
  
    7 Lift up your heads, O gates; and be lifted up, O ever- | lasting doors, 
  that the King of glory | may come in. 
 
    8 Who is this | King of glory? 
  The Lකඌ, strong and mighty, the Lකඌ, might- | y in battle! 
 
    9 Lift up your heads, O gates; and be lifted up, O ever- | lasting doors, 
  that the King of glory | may come in. 
 
    10 Who is this | King of glory? 
  Truly, the Lකඌ of hosts is the | King of glory. 

 
 
 
The Second Lesson           Revelation 21:1-6a 
 
Here is a vision of the new heaven and new earth in which God resides fully with God’s people so that 
mourning, despair, and pain have been eradicated. These renewing words from the God who spans all of 
time are trustworthy and true. 
 

A reading from Revelation, the 21st chapter. 
 
1 I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea 
was no more. 2 And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared 
as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,  
 “See, the home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples, and God himself 
will be with them; 4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and crying and 
pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” 
  5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write 
this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6a Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the beginning and the end.” 
 
Word of God. Word of Life. Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation 
 

 
*Gospel Reading                    John 11:32-44 
 
Through the raising of Lazarus, Jesus offers the world a vision of the life to come, when death and weeping will 
be no more. 
 
A reading from St. Mark, the 10th chapter. 
 
Glory to you O Lord. 
 
32 When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had 
been here, my brother would not have died.” 33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with 
her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, “Where have you laid him?” 
They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, “See how he loved 
him!” 37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from 
dying?” 
 
  38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39 
Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a 
stench because he has been dead four days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you 
would see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I 
thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the 
crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, he cried with a 
loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and 
his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

 
The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to You O Christ. 
 

 

Sermon           Rev. Carol Bowman 

 
Hymn of the Day    “Give Thanks for Saints     Hymn #428 
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*Apostles’ Creed 
 

AM: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us profess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 Creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

*Prayers of Intercession 
 

Rooted in God’s abundant love for the world, let us pray for our neighbors, the church, and all of creation. 
 
A brief silence. 
 

O God of resurrection, you call us by name and raise us to life. Rouse your church from slumber. Where we have held 
back in fear or shame, unbind us. Embolden us in our proclamation of your good news, that all may know abundant life. 
Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
O God of creation, you have founded your world on rivers and seas. Preserve fresh water sources and the creatures 
who call them home. Heal places of pollution and nourish places of drought. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
O God of the earth, you reign over all nations and peoples. Inspire us with wisdom and discernment as we elect 
legislators and leaders. May they govern with justice and uphold the dignity of all people. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
O God of heaven, you make your home among mortals. Come alongside those who weep this day. Befriend all who are 
lonely, encourage those in despair, and heal any who are suffering. Abide with your faithful ones in love. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
O God who serves, you set before us a feast of rich food. Sustain our ministries of fellowship and hospitality. Strengthen 
the hands and hearts of all who prepare and serve food for our nourishment. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 
Here other intercessions may be offered. (Candles will be lit by family and friends of the saints during this time.) 
 
Holy One, for the saints who now rest in your mercy, we give you thanks. We remember their witness of faithfulness and 
love. In particular on this All Saint’s Sunday we remember Patty Haggerty*, Kenneth Wiest*, Jane Tracey*, Richard 
Lingle*, Robin Toot*, Mindy Lou Mouer Zeigler James*, Sandra Fabian*.   (*Followed by chimes.) 
 
If others would like to come up and light a candle in remembrance, they are welcome.  
 
Praise to you for the eternal life they have been given through Jesus Christ. Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great.  
 
We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior and 
Lord. 
 
Amen. 
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*Peace 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
Let us show a sign of that peace! 
 
I invite those of you who are on Zoom to turn on the video that we might share the peace with you. 
 
 
Offering 
 
(Please refer to the back of the bulletin for various options to give.) 
 
Anthem 
 
 
*Doxology 
 
 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
 praise him, all creatures here below; 
 praise him above, ye heav’nly host; 
 praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
  
 Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711 
 
 
*Offertory Prayer 
 
Let us pray. 
 
Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup, 
you offered yourself in love for the world, 
and in this meal you nourish us with your life. 
Fill us with your abundance, 
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger, 
trusting in your name.  
 
Amen. 
 

Meal 
 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 
 

I invite those of you on Zoom and using the communion packets to please prepare their elements at this time. 
 
 
*The Great Thanksgiving 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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*Preface 
 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to 
you, almighty and merciful God through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the 
grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Thanksgiving at the Table 
 
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you sent to us Jesus, your 
son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the 
cross, opened his arms to all. 
 
In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to 
his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. Again, 
after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This is the cup of the new 
covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of 
me. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in glory. Pour out upon 
us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of 
Christ, our Lord; to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.  
 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be they name, thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
 and lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.  
Amen. 
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*Invitation to Communion 
 
Behold, God is making all things new. 
Take your place in the new creation. 
 
*Communion of the Faithful 

 
Those that have taken communion via zoom or communion packets allow me to share the words with you:  
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, is given and shed for you. 
 
*Post Communion Blessing 
 
The body and the blood of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
 
*Post Communion Canticle    “Now, Lord”        Hymn #201 
 
*Post Communion Prayer 
 
Faithful God, 
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink 
in the body and blood of your Son. 
Now send us out to labor with you, 
in service to the world you have made, 
and among the people you have made your home, 
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Sending of Communion to the Sick and Homebound 
 
Gracious God, loving all your family with a mother’s tender care: As you sent the angel to feed Elijah with heavenly 
bread, assist us in this ministry on which we are sent forth. In your love and care, nourish and strengthen those to whom 
we bring this sacrament, that through the body and blood of your son we all may know the comfort of your abiding 
presence. 
 
Amen. 
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Sending 
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
 
 
 
*Blessing 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon you with 
favor and give you peace. 
 
 
Sending Hymn     “For All Your Saints, O Lord”      Hymn #427 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Dismissal 
 
Go in peace. Follow Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We thank our choir members and worship helpers who served today. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* Requires Congregation’s Response 
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The offering, whether in person or through digital means, is an act of worship. Worship, at its core, is a rever-
ent love and devotion accorded to God. We give because God loves us first, and we are called to love God 
and neighbor as a result. The offering is one way we show our love of God. 
 
The offerings are used to carry out the ministry of the church, to share the Good News, to provide pastoral 
care, to worship as a community, and to create an environment where Jesus encounters people and their 
lives are transformed.  All of these things continue to take place. Thank you for your generosity. 
 
 
 
There are several ways to make your offering:  
 

Go to www.StStephenLC.org and click on the DONATE button (or the Giving tab for more options.)   
 

Text your offering dollar amount to 717-685-6947. Text "help" for options. 
 
Set up regular electronic offerings by contacting our office manager, at 717-766- 2168, 
Monday through Thursday from 9am – 2pm, or by email at office@StStephenLC.org. 

 
Mail in your check, made payable to St. Stephen Lutheran Church. Our address is: 
 

30 W. Main St., PO Box 266, New Kingstown, PA 17072. 

Use Engage from your smart phone or Internet con-
nected device at https://engage.suran.com/sslc/ or 
QR code below: 

Select giving fund(s) and enter amount(s).   Furnish 
any additional information in "Gift Memo" box on the 

submit screen. 

Via PayPal: Enter PayPal@StStephenLC.org and 
then the amount you want to pay. . Use "Add a note" 
to provide designa- tion 
(otherwise, it will go to the Gen-
eral Fund).   
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